
Southeast Linux Festival
June 7th through 9th 2013

   This years event was held in the Blake Hotel in Charlotte North Carolina from the 7th of June to the 
9th 2013.  The event began in the morning kicking off with a series of talk at 0900. Our booth was 
located directly across from the Linode Ballroom. The usual attendees for Fedora were in attendance. 
Fedora this year included Ben Williams, John Rose, John Dulaney, and Myself (Andrew Ward). Also 
with appearances and talks was Robyn Bergeron, Ruth Suehle, and of course Spot. I had arrived early 
afternoon on Friday June 7th. The booth was set up by Ben and John Dulaney on Friday and was 
already busy, and at least one whole box of media had already been distributed. I was prepared to lend 
a hand but the day was wrapping up and I would be more help in the morning to get things rolling.

   

Ben Starting the Day on Saturday
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   We got started bright and early on Saturday, Ben and I were there at 7:30 a.m. to get things rolling. 
Our first customers were hovering around the table an hour before that talks began. This was quite 
appealing to me since no one else was there we suddenly became the point of interest at the start of the 
Day. By 8:00 a.m. The place was buzzing with activity. John Dulaney showed up and we really got 
things moving.

John Dulaney kicking back



Southeast Linux Festival
June 7th through 9th 2013

   Once the talks began we began to get extremely busy, especially between the talks. We did go 
through about 300 pieces of media in the morning alone. Ben and I were busy making USB Key 
loaders with multiboot ISO's for customers along with answering many questions on the product. 

   During the Day on Saturday, the OLPC was quite popular. Not only did the OLPC draw attention, the
subject of Sugar and ARM seemed to take up a lot of conversation. In my short time with Fedora, I 
have not seen this much attention on the OLPC.  I was glad that the unit was out for display, and I 
believe the unit was also another selling point for our multimedia distribution. Many of our customers 
were quite surprised that Sugar was on the Multimedia Distribution. 

   By Noon on the second day we had already gone through a box of media and various other swag 
items we had out. Beefy had some attention also, the stickers were quite popular. Our pens that were on
the table seemed to go quite fast and by the end of the day only a handful remained.  The lunch break 
was quite nice and I would like to thank all those who planned and worked the SELF for a wonderful 
job, Well Done! Later that afternoon things began to slow down due to the continuing talks. This years 
festival seemed to be a little slower than the previous year. I think that the attendance was down due to 
the local college classes were already out and most of the students were either already out of town for 
the summer. It may have also been due to the weather that just moved through the area. Something 
about rain and thunder storms that just keep people away.
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   On the third day (June 9th), I set up the booth and was ready to go by 8:00 a.m. The party from the 
night before showed poor attendance during the scheduled talks. Seems like almost everyone had a 
heck of a night. We handed out a few more multimedia disks and a little more swag. Some of the die-
hard fans made sure to stop by on the last day because we had held off on T shirt hand outs until the 
last day. Our shirts went fast to the die hard Fedora Fans.  We only had a few to hand out but only went
to our deepest fans. 

   We started closing the booth about 1:00 p.m. On Sunday the 9th. We were the last to break down the 
booth. We were dedicated to keeping the booth open until the last minute to provide as much support 
for the Festival as possible. We closed up shop and had lunch that was provided by the organizers of 
SELF.  This trip I believe was very successful in every aspect. Ben Williams and John Dulaney are 
quite knowledgeable of  all aspects of the product. Even though I am still learning the inner workings 
of FEDORA I want to thank them both for teaching this old dog some new tricks. 

   

   Traveling to Charlotte from South East Georgia took me 4 hours and 45 minutes both directions.
We arrived about 3 pm on Friday June 7th. We departed on the 9th at 3 pm and arrived back home about 
8 pm. I wish to thank everyone in the FEDORA project for their help and support, and of course a 

The Booth Gang SELF 2013
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special thanks to John Rose, Ben Williams, John Dulaney, Ruth Suehle, Robyn Bergeron, and 
especially my Wife for putting up with all the traveling.

   Please enjoy some crazy photos taken by my wife.

Our Nieghbors at the booth they had to put up with us

Nobody's Home


